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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy 

Vacancy-Vicar   
Vacant –House for Duty Assistant Curate  
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the  
Archbishop’s Permission To Officiate (PTO) 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 

  
Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318  
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 307479  
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough (in training) 303331 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral                 
         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P 
Mrs Annie Harrison           01377 288070                  W       
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
          

Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 
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        Pocklington Deanery Synod Representatives: 

       Sue Woodcock and Delia Smith 

       Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, Barbara Myerscough, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Julie Ryder, Sue Currier, Louis 
Taylor, John Douglas, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mr J Goodhart 368817 
 Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
 
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard 304783 
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        302156  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr B Myerscough 303331 
 Mr N Laws 304307 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mr S Jones 01430 871612 

 Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

May is a busy month     by Rodney Nicholson 
Energy is now focused on the 14th Flying Man festival with the usual feast of good activities 

ahead. Historically, the festival celebrates a spectacular failure since Thomas Pelling “flew” 

to his death on June 10th 1733 trying to descend on a tightrope extending from the church 

tower to a windlass (winding device) at the old Star Inn. He apparently realised that the 

rope was not taut enough, so shouted for it to be tightened. The windlass operator got it 

wrong and further slackened the rope with disastrous results. Pelling struck his head on the 

chancel and died two days later, being buried and commemorated where he fell. 

 Attempts at flying were popular in the early 1700s, and would draw a crowd at such 

fairs as the one at Pocklington, which had run since the 13th century. Other flying men 

would win fame for a time, then crash. A former head of Woldgate School told me that 

celebrating an unusual event appeals to Pocklington’s liking for a bit of quirkiness. Pelling’s 

misadventure was a tragic mistake – he may have left a wife and children in his home 

village of Burton Strather, Lincolnshire – but it has given rise to a popular 

church/community event which raises a fair sum of money. It’s all rather fun. 

 Bringing good out of failure is central to the Gospel. It invites us to see life as the 

arena where God can turn things round. On May 19th the country and much of the world 

will be enthralled by the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, two young people 

who have each come from a broken home. In both their backgrounds there have been 

failures – in Harry’s case as spectacular, in its way, as that of Pocklington’s flying man – but, 

looking to the God of redemption, we see life renewed and glorious possibilities opened up 

for the future. Harry’s continuing of his mother’s social compassion and Meghan’s 

commitment to gender and racial equality enhance those values which the Queen has 

herself so faithfully endorsed. The British royal family, which has known plenty of marriage 

failure in its past, will be enriched by this wonderful union of two delightful people. 

 “Ever old and ever new,” we sing in the words of Sydney Carter’s popular song, “One 

more step”. Throughout this month we continue in the Easter season, still proclaiming: 

“Alleluia, Christ is risen”. Spring is here at last and with it the ongoing springtime of God’s 

refreshing grace and love. Time spent in church should never be a religious duty but a 

delightful experience of being breathed on by the Holy Spirit. We may not be thrilled by 

every hymn or every sermon but we should be thrilled by the reality that the God of 

redemption and new beginnings is here among us. For May 6th at 10.45am Bronnie and I 

have planned a joyful celebration focusing on God’s call to us all. 

 Failure to hope; indifference to enthusiasm; doubt to faith; dullness to vibrancy; 

isolation to warm-hearted love – these are just some of results of God’s Spirit with us. And 

Pentecost is only a month away. 

Yours in Christ                                            Rodney Nicholson 
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JOURNEYS INTO PRAYER       May                           Pam and Tony Burdon 
Our prayer focus this month is our celebration of the great Feast of Pentecost (Sunday May 
20th). The coming of the Holy Spirit on the first Day of Pentecost was the fulfilment of 
Jesus’s promise to his disciples that the “Comforter” would come to them. The word 
“Comforter” can be a bit misleading – as Donald Coggan (formerly Archbishop of York and 
Canterbury) once said, the Holy Spirit is “the most uncomfortable of comforters”. Yes, He is 
the One who “comes alongside us” bringing peace and refreshment in times of need, but 
He is also the One who comes with power to renew our lives and the life of the Church. So 
the prayer “Come Holy Spirit” is (perhaps) among the most dangerous prayers to pray. 
Sometimes we will find our prayers answered in surprising, exciting and “uncomfortable” 
ways! 
 
In John 20: 1-2 we read how Jesus came to his disciples in the Upper Room after the 
Resurrection, where he breathed on them and said “Receive the Holy Spirit”. In scripture, 
the words “breath” and “wind” and “Spirit” are closely related. We find this idea expressed 
in that beautiful Pentecost hymn “Breathe on me, breath of God”. 
 
In Christian prayer, controlled use of our breathing as a way of prayer is a well-recognised 
practice, and can be a very helpful way of opening ourselves to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. 
 
For our prayer exercise this month, we would suggest finding a quiet space where you are 
undisturbed. Become aware of your breathing. It may be helpful to take one or two deep 
breaths at first and then become aware of the natural rhythm of breathing in and then out. 
When you are relaxed, use this prayer as part of that natural rhythm:- 
I breathe in your Spirit… 
I breathe in your stillness… 
I breathe in your peace… 
I breathe in your light … 
Repeat this pattern as often and for as long as you wish, perhaps adding other words.. love, 
strength, healing etc.. 
At the end of your prayer time, you may wish to use this prayer of St Augustine of Hippo 
(354-430):- 
Breathe in me, Holy Spirit, 
that I may think what is holy; 
Move in me, Holy Spirit, 
That I may do what is holy; 
Attract me, Holy Spirit, 
That I may love what is holy; 
Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, 
That I may guard what is holy; 
Guard me, Holy Spirit, 
That I may keep what is holy. 
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Prayer during the vacancy. 
 

We were once taken to task by a friend in America for using the word 'vacancy'! How can 
your church be 'vacant', he said, when all God's people are there?! He was right, it's not a 
very helpful word! Nevertheless, the post of vicar is an important one and as from the end 
of April it is vacant. Prayer together as God's people in Pocklington and in all our villages is 
very important at all times and perhaps especially so at the moment. We need to meet 
together to encourage one another and to pray together, focussing particularly on the work 
of God's kingdom and for the appointment of the person of God's choice to come to us in 
due course. 
We have offered to lead some regular times of prayer beginning in June. Our plan is to begin 
in Pocklington church on each Thursday evening in June in the Lady Chapel at 8.00pm for 
about 45 minutes. In July, August and September we hope to meet in one of the villages. 
Day and time may therefore vary; we will give you details in due course. From October 
onwards we will return to Pocklington and change to meeting during the day rather than 
evening. 
We plan to lead the prayer time in a way that will be simple and familiar, perhaps in the 
context of Compline to begin with. 
We are happy to pray on our own but hope very much you will consider joining us! We look 
forward to seeing you on June 7th for our first prayer time. 
Pam and Tony Burdon 
 
Christian Aid Week is here   by Rodney Nicholson 
Christian Aid Week invites us to do something positive for the poorest of the world’s poor. 

This year the money raised is for Haiti, a deprived Caribbean country hit by an earthquake 

in 2010, then by Hurricane Matthew in 2016. 

 After the earthquake Christian Aid helped a partner organisation, Koral, to build 

better homes, with the result than when Hurricane Matthew struck, 54 people crowded 

into the home of Vilia, a Koral member, and all their lives were saved. £210 pays for two 

days’ training for a local builder to build secure homes. Last year the Pocklington area 

raised nearly £2,500. 

 Money is also supporting displaced people, of whom 65 million across the world have 

been uprooted by war and famine. This year’s Christian Aid Week falls in the “Thy kingdom, 

come” week, between Ascension and Pentecost, when the two archbishops ask us to pray 

for the empowering of the Holy Spirit. Booklets are available in church. Christian Aid and 

prayer for “thy kingdom to come” go hand in hand. Envelopes will be in church. If you can, 

please help with delivering and collecting some from homes near you. 

 
 
 
 

 



7 
 

The Joy of Small Groups. 

One of the benefits of belonging to the York Anglican Cursillo movement is that regular 

small group reunions take place. These small group meetings can be weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly, whichever the group members choose. Here in Pocklington we meet each month 

on the first Wednesday at 2.30pm in the meeting room. Small group meetings help us to 

grow together in our knowledge and love of God. Prayer and study leading to action is the 

purpose of the Cursillo movement. Group reunions allow us to share our experiences; what 

we have learnt from our study and how we can use this for apostolic action. Small groups 

are also a great place to develop deep friendships with other Christians and allow time for 

informal interactions which help us to get to know each other better. We have the 

opportunity to pray together- for each other's needs and for the wider community. If you 

would like to join these small group reunions  you would be made very welcome or to find 

out more about the Cursillo movement please contact Joy Hadley - 01759 306655. 

 Another small group which meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday of each month is the 

Fellowship group run by Pat Herbert - 01759 303605. This is an informal Bible study group 

meeting in Pat's home, for friendship and fellowship and the occasional afternoon tea ! 

Details are given in the bulletin each month and a wide and varied programme of study is 

used.  

An additional small group option is the Bible Study Group run jointly by Mike and Freda 

Bailey and Margaret and Brian James, which meets every Wednesday evening in Huggate in 

the summer and Shiptonthorpe in the winter - 6.30pm for soup, cake and cheese, followed 

by bible study and fellowship. Call 01430 873318 or 01377 288148 for more details.  

A healthy small group does more than study the Bible, it nurtures, builds 

community, gives opportunity for prayer and outreach:  

why not join one? 

                  
Great Driffield Church Alter at Easter 2018 

x-apple-data-detectors://14/
tel:01759%20306655
tel:01759%20303605
x-apple-data-detectors://18/
x-apple-data-detectors://19/
tel:01430%20873318
tel:01377%20288148
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PILGRIMAGE INVITATION! 
 

Just after Easter we were invited to speak to the Mothers' Union and tell them about the six 
years we spent working at Britain's smallest cathedral – the Cathedral of the Isles and the 
retreat house attached to it. These are situated on the beautiful island of Great Cumbrae in 
the Firth of Clyde in western Scotland. Mothers' Union members were very interested, so 
much so that they immediately began to ask if it would be possible to go there as a church 
pilgrimage group, rather like our visit to Lindisfarne in 2015. We have made some enquiries 
and have made a provisional booking for a 4 night stay with full board from May 20th - 24th 
2019. There are 16 guest bedrooms, a mixture of single, twin and double, six of which are 
ensuite. The cost would be around £300 per person plus travel, which would be in shared 
cars or by train. The ferry to the island leaves from Largs on the Ayrshire coast and takes 
only 10 minutes! Our programme would provide opportunities for fellowship, worship and 
prayer together and plenty of time to explore the island. The Cathedral is a beautiful place 
to stay! 
Please phone us on 01759 304290 or mobile 07531 520055 or email us on 
pamandtonyburdon@btinternet.com if you are interested in joining the group – no definite 
commitment needed at this stage, but it would be helpful if you could let us know by the 
end of May if you are interested. We have had quite a lot of interest already! 
 

Pam and Tony Burdon 
 

                      
                                                   Family Service on Easter Sunday 

mailto:pamandtonyburdon@btinternet.com
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The wondrous breath of God.                Paddy Palmer 

 

And God breathed into man the breath of life, 

The spiritual breath which filled him with unutterable joy. 

It was the joy of life, providing oxygen the source of abundant scents, 

Sweet smelling cedar and purple loosestrife, 

And the unusual aroma of the healing herb aloe, 

And perfumed flowers, violets and ferns; 

The salty zephyrs which arrive with the flowing tide, 

And mosses growing ‘side the trickling burns. 

Ginger, turmeric, and the gorse of hillside. 

Oh! So many aromas and sweet bouquets  

To breathe their refreshing balms for our pleasure.  

But oh not one so sweet as that special treasure 

Of the gift of Jesus’ transforming breath 

Of His Holy Spirit upon his disciples. 

 

He said, ”As the Father sent me, so I send you” 

He then breathed upon them ,”Receive the Holy Spirit” 

What joy! What transformation, What ecstasy! 

Transformed into the community of love! 

To serve the living Lord. 

Oh! Let everything that hath breath praise The Lord! 

  Paddy 

 

 

The deadline for the June edition is Friday 18th May and copy should be 

emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail. com  
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Come Fly With Us 

 

         14th Annual Pocklington Flying Man Festival 12th -13th May 2018 

 

A Weekend of Attractions in Pocklington Including … 

 

Flying Man Café 

Djembe Bash – African Drums (Sat) 

Festival Concert – Sat 7.30pm 

Gliding Simulator 

Canal Virtual Hub – (Sat) 

Duck Race (Sat 2pm) 

Hot Air Balloons (subject to weather) 

Photograph Exhibition 

Street entertainment 

Flying Teddy Bears (Sun) 

Cake Stall 

Church Tower Ascents 

Flying Man Challenge – 

Sponsored Walk or Cycle Ride 

All enquiries to church office 

Tel: 01759 306045 or 

Email@office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

 

Come fly with us and take part in a weekend   of bustling activities and 

entertainment 

 

                                               VENUE 

                    In and around All Saints Church, Pocklington 
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On Tuesday, 3rd April our speakers were the Revds. Pam & Tony Burdon who told us about 

their work at the smallest Cathedral in the British Isles and the Retreat House on Great 

Cumbrae where they spent six years. The island of Great Cumbrae is reached by ferry from 

Largs and the crossing takes about ten minutes. They told us about the history of the 

Cathedral which was consecrated in 1871 and gave us an insight into the everyday running 

of the Retreat House. They said that it was a wonderful experience but extremely hard 

work. At the end of the talk we listened to (or sang if we wished) "The Song of the Clyde" by 

Kenneth McKeller. It was a most interesting and enjoyable afternoon and no one seemed to 

want to go home.  

Thank you again Pam & Tony. 

Many thanks to all who helped in any way with the Lent Soups. We raised £570 which has 

been sent to our Diocesan Treasurer for MU Projects. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 1st May at 2pm in the Lady Chapel when we are having a 

Communion Service and incorporating the Wave of Prayer. 

All are welcome to any of our meetings. 

With many Blessings 

Josie Penter 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              NOTICE from Brian Penter 

          THE MEN’S BREAKFAST ON 12TH MAY has been cancelled as it clashes              

with the flying man weekend.                 

            It has been rescheduled for Saturday 16th June at 8.15 for 8.30 

                               THE SPEAKER WILL BE REVD FRANK FLETCHER  

                                              SUBJECT   - PARSON’S PORRIDGE                      
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                                                   Flower Festival 15th -18th September  

Another meeting took place recently of the Planning Group made up of Flower Arrangers 

and church members.  

 We are linking with Burnby Hall Gardens and a small display will be in their reception 

together with a supply of flyers . 

 The Lily Pad café is offering meals and afternoon teas for visitors  

 Half price entry has been agreed for those having been to the festival which makes a 

great day out for parties  

 Over 120 ceramic poppies were made in the recent workshops and are ready for the 

festival.  

 The knitted poppies are all ready  

 Betty and John are drawing up a schedule of steward sessions and their roles and  

will be recruiting  volunteers in the near future 

 The comprehensive brochure is being compiled which will cost £5 at the entrance  

 A children’s brochure and quiz  is also being considered by Melanie  

 6 coaches are provisionally booked in with others under discussion by flower clubs  

 Sponsorship is exceeding expectations and many of the 50 displays have a sponsor 

 A number of companies have chosen to advertise as well 

 A thousand flyers are being distributed at the Harrogate Spring Flower Show  

 Tickets for the preview evening are being designed and will be on sale shortly  

 Les has set up an easy to read web site and social media such as twitter and facebook 

are being used to promote the festival  

 The service on the Sunday will be led by the Bishop of Selby. 

 Michael has the concert in hand for the Saturday evening.  

 The planning group comprises Betty, John ,Carole ,Lyn ,Les ,Chris, Mae and David  

 Details of the displays are confidential so visitors will experience the WOW factor 

when entering the Church 

 

                                               --------------------------------------- 

Did you know that you can sign up to receive a weekly E-news update from the Diocese? 

Keep up to date with forthcoming events, links to online news stories and download the 

monthly diocesan prayer diary too. 

                                       At www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/enews 

                

http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/enews
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                          May Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 6th May  9.15 am  Family Service (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 13th May  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)  
 27th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 
 Hayton 
 6th May    9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 20th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 6th May  9.15 am All Age Worship  
 13th 9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW)  
 20th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 27th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Londesborough  
 6th May  10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 13th  10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 27th   10.45 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
  13th May  9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 27th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Nunburnholme  
 6th May  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 20th 10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 

 

 Pocklington 
 6th May  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 6th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
    13th  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 13th  9.30 am  Special –Flying Man weekend  
 20th   10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  
 27th   10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) Baptism follows  
 
 Shiptonthorpe                        
 6th May  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 13th  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 20th   6.00 pm  Holy Communion (CW) 
 27th   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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 PARISH REGISTERS 

 

          We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

           28th March    Evelyn Barker    Millington 

 15th April   Darcey Rose Lally   Nunburnholme 

 15th April   Sean Martin Lally   Nunburnholme 

   

  

 

 

       We have united in Marriage through the love of God 

 

 

  

 

               We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

   

27th March   Douglas Burchell     York 

5th April    Francis O’Reilly    Pocklington 

16th April    Joyce Violet Fountain   Pocklington 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2018 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £29.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £441.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £120.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £190.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00   
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
                                        Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader             vacancy    

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

          For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office  

                 For more information about the Church, please visit our websites 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

                                             www.pockflowerfestival.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

